6 Ellipsis and Assimilation

Part I: The Glottal Stop

In Chapter 1, ellipsis, the

(a) TI've been waiting a while. wai'n dropping of sound(s), was

, o , introduced. In this section, you

(b) Who has.n t eaten yet? ean will see that a special sound,

(c) It's getting late. gen called a glottal stop, is used by

(d) It's written in English. wri'n many native speakers to replace t.
It most often occurs when t is
followed by the syllable, n.
A glottal stop is formed when the
vocal cords close completely for a
moment, stopping the air.

(e) That's not important. impor’n | A glottal stop can also replace a

(f) Something the matter? su'm syllable as in (e) and (f).
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Exercise 1

Listen to the following sentences:

I've gotten it already.

Pick up a carton of milk.

Are you certain about it?

I'm getting another one of my headaches.
He got a ten-year sentence for robbery.

He'd like to be a mountain climber full-time.
I'm betting on their being there.

Is it something I said?

What are you writing?

I'll only buy it if it’'s cotton.
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